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Important dates to put in the diary 
 

Thursday 14th March Divisional Swimming Finals 

 Preps & New Families Picnic 5.30pm - 7.00pm 

 Parent Club Meeting—7.30pm MRP 

Friday 15th March Yr 5/6 Summer Sports @ Williamstown Primary School 

 National Day of Action Against Bullying & Violence 

Sunday 17th March Newport Lakes Reserve Bush Dance—Junior & Senior Choir performing 

Monday 18th March Yr 3/4 Reach for the Stars Incursion 

 School Council Meeting—6.00pm 

Tuesday 19th March Yr 3/4 Reach for the Stars Incursion 

 Classroom Helpers Session 9am—10am 

Thursday 21st March Classroom Helpers Session 9am—10am 

 School Photos 

Friday 22nd March Yr 5/6 Summer Sports @ St Mary’s Williamstown 

 

2019 
 

Term 1 
29th January—

teachers commence 
 

30th January 
Yr 1-6 commence 

 
31st January 

Preps commence 
9.00am—1.30pm 

 
- 
 

5th April 

 
 
 
 

Pupil Free Days 

 
Term 2 

Tues 25th June  

 

Term  3  
Wed  14th August  

 

Term 4 

Mon4th November  

Yard Duty  
Supervision 
 

8.45 to 9.00am  
    and 
3.30 to 3.45pm 

We would like to wish the following students a very happy birthday. 
 

Henry, 2M Henry, 3/4L Calen, 3/4E 
Lucas, 3/4H Amelia, Prep N Layla, 1C 
Tom, 2J Jasper, 2M Ingrid, 5/6M 
Asher, 2J Marcus, 2S Joana, 3/4H 
Pat, 5/6M Marcus, Prep N Sunday, 3/4E 
Ritaj, 3/4L Aqualina, 5/6M Fletcher, 2S 
Cara, 5/6J Flynn, Prep G James, 3/4M 
Madi, 3/4W 

Congratulations to the following award winners. 

Eva, 1C William, 1R George, 1O 
Charlie, 1O Stella, 2J Maya, 2M 
Oliver, 2O Zara, 2S Sabrina, 3/4E 
Annie, 3/4W Stella, 3/4M Ashton, 3/4L 
Joe, 5/6D Charlie, 5/6J Nourah, 5/6.A 
Amelie, 5.6M Eadie, 1C Olive, 1C 
Reem, 1R Reema, 1O Zoe, 2J 
Gabe, 2M Jemima, 2O Siya, 2S 
Macy, 3/4E Angad, 3/4w Grace, 3/4H 
Archie, 3/4M Olive, 3/4L Bailey, 5/6D 
Ferris, 5/6J Levi, 5/6A Aqualina, 5/6M 



Dear Parents, 
 
Greet them with a Smile , Not a Mobile    Greeting your child at the end of a school day is one of the 
most important times to build up a relationship and find out how their busy day went at school. So when 
you do this we recommend that you ‘greet your child with a smile, and not a mobile.’ 
 
Your children can be full of stories of the many wonderful and interesting things they did at school that day 
but it is important that you are ready to greet them with your full attention and not sharing them with your 
phone. 
 
Talking about school with your child is important. It shows you’re interested in your child’s life and value 
education. Talking together about school also helps you get to know more about what’s expected of your 
child at school, how she or he learns and how they handle the many challenges they come across each day. 
 
Simple, positive and specific questions about parts of the day can get your child talking and avoids the ‘yes 
– no answer. For example you might want to try a few of these: 
 
 What’s the news from school today? 
 What was fun? 
 What did you like best at school today? 
 What does your classroom look like at the moment? 
 Who did you hang out with today? 
 What subjects did you do today? 
 What projects are you working on at the moment? 
 
We are always trying to develop the speaking and listening skills of our children in school and you can 
greatly assist and extend these skills by just being there with your full attention so when picking up or 
greeting your child this week remember to ‘greet your child with a smile, not a mobile.’ 
 
Building Update   The fences are down, the huts have been removed and the builders have left.  After 14 
long months of disruptions and inconveniences due to building works, we have a new look school and all of 
our school grounds have been returned to us.  
 
The school still has a considerable amount of ‘fitting out’ of the new buildings with the installation of extra 
pin-boards, shelving, storage, air-conditioning etc. which were not included in the scope of the works. 
These will occur in stages over the next 6 months.  
 
The portable toilet blocks near the multi-purpose room will still remain, possibly until the holidays when 
they can be removed safely from the grounds.  
 
The school council Facilities & Management Sub-Committee are presently working with a landscape  
designer in the development of a masterplan for the school grounds.  When the concept design is  
completed, parents will be asked to have their input and give feedback to school council on the design. 
 
It certainly is an exciting time for our school and it will be wonderful to see the landscaping works  
undertaken this year to completely finish the project and give our community a 21st century school for the 
teaching and learning of our children. 
 

From the Principal .... 



  
2018 Annual Report to the School Community   The annual report to the school community (Annual 
report) provides school principals and school councils with an opportunity to share the year’s ( 2018) 
achievements and progress with the school community and reflect on the school’s performance and how 
improvement efforts have impacted on student outcomes. 
 
The 2018 Annual Report will be presented to the school community at an open meeting prior to the  
upcoming school council meeting, next Monday 18th March.   All members of the school community are  
invited to attend the presentation and are welcome to remain to observe the March meeting of the 
school council. 
 
The presentation of the 2018 Annual Report to the School Community will be conducted in the school’s 
staff room beginning at 6.00pm. 
 
Parking Around The School The school will continue to work with the Hobsons Bay Council on  
improving the parking and traffic management around our local streets. Last year we introduced the very 
successful ‘Pick up & Drop off only’ zones outside the school entrances in Elizabeth and Ross St. with the 
distinguishable blue lines and new signage.  
  
In these areas ‘No Parking’ means that you can stop your car and get out to help your kids in and out of 
the car (and kiss them goodbye – if they let you).  However, the driver cannot move more than 3 metres 
from the car.  In most instances this will allow you to help them onto the adjacent footpath, but no  
further.  

  
Generally, No Parking signs don’t have a specified time on them.  In this case, the 
Road Rules allow you to stop for up to 2 minutes, and 2 minutes ONLY. Any longer 
and you can be fined and you are taking up a parking space for another parent to 
drop off/ pick up their child. By having a different line colouring, it is believed that 
this will make it easier for drivers to distinguish these parking areas.   Please make it 
easier for everyone by abiding with these important traffic management rules. 
  
 

School Council strongly recommends when picking up your child from school, park in one of the  
surrounding side streets, walk a few minutes to school, pick up your child upon dismissal ( with a smile) 
and then enjoy a casual walk back to your car and have a talk with them about their day at school. This is 
far more relaxing, much more rewarding and keeps you out of the ‘traffic chaos’ around the school. 
 
Prep Picnic  This evening we have the traditional ‘Prep Picnic’ to welcome all our Prep children and their 
families to our school.  The Prep teachers, Janet, the Office staff and myself will all be on BBQ duty and 
look forward to meeting all our parents.  The evening begins at 5.30pm on the basketball court / outdoor 
stage area. 
 
Hoping you have a good week. 
 
 
 
David Moss 
Principal 
 

From the Principal (continued).... 



 

 

 

District Swimming Championships 2019 

On Tuesday, 5th March, twenty-seven students from Grades 3-6 went to the Werribee Outdoor Olympic Pool to participate 
in the District Swimming Carnival.  
 
Our students were inspired by the wonderful parent turnout who came along to cheer them on and finished in fifth place 
overall.   Final school placings were: 

Simone P and Jane Z finished in first and second place respectively in the 11 year old breaststroke. Jane Z also won the 11 
year old 50m butterfly and displayed excellent sportsmanship as she clapped home her competitors as they touched the 
wall at the end of the race. Phoebe G finished second in the 12 year old 50m butterfly. 
 
Our 11 year old freestyle relay time, consisting of Jane Z, Aria W, Simone P and Bridie M, finished in first place.  All five girls 
mentioned have now qualified for the Division Swimming Finals which are scheduled to take place at the same venue next 
Thursday, 14th March. We wish them well. 
 
Other ribbon winners on the day were Phoebe G finishing in third place in the 50m freestyle. Our 9/10 boys freestyle relay 
team (Lucas N, Lucas A, Thomas M and Cruz M) finished second. Our 12 girls freestyle relay team (Phoebe G, Poppy W, 
Grace A and Henrietta L) finished third, as did our girls medley relay team (Jane Z, Phoebe G, Henrietta L and Bridie M). 
 
Congratulations to all of the students who participated on the day. They were wonderful representatives of the school, 
swam well and had a lot of fun. Thanks also to the parents who came out to support our swimmers, and in particular to  
David Wetzler who volunteered as timekeeper throughout the day.  

 
 

Place School Points 

1st
 Williamstown North PS 364 

2nd
 Williamstown PS 319 

3rd
 Newport Gardens PS 261 

4th
 St Mary’s Williamstown 246 

5th
 Newport Lakes PS 228 

6th Altona PS 140 

Newport Fiddle & Folk Club's Bush Dance  

This Sunday the 17th of March, the NLPS Junior Choir and Senior Choir will be performing at 
the Newport Fiddle & Folk Club's annual Bush Dance at Newport Lakes Park in the  
Amphitheatre.  It will be held from 3.00pm to 6.00pm, with our school’s musicians to hit the 
stage at 3:30. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy the afternoon out and support our  
students up on stage performing. We’re looking forward to seeing you on the day; the weather 
forecast looks good so bring plenty of food and drinks, hats and sunscreen - and your dancing 
shoes!! 



 
 

It takes courage to stand up to bullies and courage is something 

this school doesn’t lack. Schools across Australia are being called 

to get involved and take action on the ninth National Day of Action 

against Bullying and Violence, which will be this Friday 15th March. 

We are a registered school as we want to take a united stand 

against bullying and violence with schools across the country. 

Everyone is born with kindness in them, and we all just need to 

learn how to use it. So, each year level will explore a different question on this day: 

Grade prep: How do we join in and play? 

 

Grade 1 and 2: What does it mean to be inclusive? 

 

Grade 3 and 4: What can get in the way of being an upstander? How 

can we rise above these things? 

 

Grade 5 and 6: How and when should we be assertive? What does it 

mean to be assertive? 
 

The aim of the day is to help empower students to be part of the solution when addressing 

bullying in their school community. Because we are 

working hard to develop respectful relationships at our 

school, we think it is essential to take a stand together 

on this day. Wristbands have also been ordered for us 

all to wear this week.  

Even though Friday 15th March is a day where we focus 

on being an upstander, you still need to stand up all the 

time. Being an upstander is a full-time job. 

The House Captains put together a short video on 

assertiveness in preparation for the day, which was shown at last week’s assembly. 

Don’t forget, we can take action every day to stop bullying by being kind and inclusive to one 

another. Let’s spread kindness around like confetti! 
 

 

Words by Jane Zorbas 

Member of our Respectful Relationships Team at NLPS 

 





CLASSROOM HELPERS IN PREP – 2    2019 

 

If you would like to volunteer to help our Prep—2  teachers during the reading hour 

throughout the year then please sign the form below to attend a 1 hour  

induction session facilitated by Janet Gill. Parents will need to attend the  

induction in order to assist in classrooms. We have a record of all parents who have 

attended our previous inductions, so if you attended one of those you will not need 

to attend our 2019 induction.  We look forward to developing the home-school partnership as part of this  

initiative.     Parents are advised that you require a current Working With Children Card to volunteer at the 

school.  These are available on line at www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au. 
 

Please circle the day that you will attend: 

Tuesday  19th March     9am- 10 am  or Thursday    21st March 9am -10am 

 Parent name: _________________________________   Child/ren name & Class _______________ 

 

I will attend the above Parent Helper Induction Session. 

 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Newport Lakes PS is excited to be participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading 
for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of 
books by 6 September 2019. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier 
and former Premiers. 
 
Student login details will be sent home with your child in the next few days.  
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Prem-
iers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Council Matters 

 
Being a member of Newport Lakes School Council is a rewarding way to be 
involved with the school and the community.  
 
The NLPS Council is made up of parents and staff and meets twice per 
term. Elections are held at the start of each year and each sitting member 
serves a term of two years.  
 
Our School Council plays a key role at NLPS, supporting our principal to pro-
vide the best possible educational outcomes for the students. All Government schools in Victoria have a 
school council, which is a legal entity, responsible for: 
 
 Establishing the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community 
 Participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan 

 Approving the annual budget and monitoring expenditure 

 Developing, reviewing and updating school policies 

 Raising funds for school-related purposes 

 Maintaining the school’s grounds and facilities 
 Reporting annually to the school community and to the Department 

 Creating interest in the school in the wider community 
 Informing itself of and taking into account the views of the community 

 Coordinating and assisting with the major community events and activities 
 Regulating and facilitating the after-hours use of school premises and grounds  
 
Each member of the school council is expected to be an active member of a Sub-committee. There is also an 
option for members of the wider school community who may have relevant skills or experience to join the 
sub-committees. School council do not manage the day to day running of the school – that job is reserved for 
the school principal!  
 
These Sub-committees are:  
 Finance (School Budgets, Locally Raised Funds) 
 Education (Education Policies) 
 Facilities & Management (Buildings & Grounds, Out of School Hours Care, Hire Agreements) 
 Community & Fund Raising (Uniforms, Events, Parent Clubs, Fund Raising) 
 

We are delighted to introduce to you the 2019 School Council Members:  
 
Sarah Yallop - President (Finance) 
Allana Arapakis - Vice-President (Education) 
Jane Ferguson - Secretary (Community & Fundraising) 
Alphan Culha - Treasurer (Finance) 
Jo Sutton - Communications Coordinator (Education / Community & Fundraising) 
Mark Avarmoski - (Facilities & Management / Finance) 
Meredith Kelly - (Facilities & Management) 
Martin Foster (Community & Fundraising) 
 
David Moss – Principal 
Ann – Maree Dawson – (Community & Fundraising) 
Carly Bannon (Education) 

 



NLPS 2019 School Council 

 

Sarah Yallop – President (Finance)  

My name is Sarah Yallop and I have been on School Council the past 3 years and am  
taking the role of President again in 2019. I have one child at Newport Lakes - Violet in 
Year 4 and another who has just started high school. I work at the Department of Health 
and Human Services and am currently working on the implementation of the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). I am looking forward to working with school council 
to support David and the staff to continue making the school a great place to learn for 
the kids and to make sure that decisions about how the school runs are done with the 
school community in mind.  

 

Allana Arapakis – Vice President (Education) 

My name is Allana Arapakis and I have Kylah (Grade 3), Xavier (Grade 6) and Nicholas 
(Year 9). I work part-time at nbn as a Customer Advocacy Manager. After being  
actively involved in Parent's Club since coming to Newport Lakes in 2010, I joined the 
School Council in 2016 so that I could contribute to the School community in a  
different way by applying my skills in service management and process  
improvement. During my time on School Council over the past three years, I have been 
involved in reviewing over 100 policies, contributing to the development of the School's 
Strategic Plan and last year assisted the Performing Arts team at Newport Lakes with  
organising elements of the School Production. I am currently a member of the Education 
Sub-Committee, which has given me a greater insight into how and why decisions re-
garding our children's education is managed. 

 

Jane Ferguson – Secretary (Community & Fundraising) 
My name is Jane Ferguson and I have two children at Newport Lakes – Gemma in Year 5 
and Tom in Year 3. Our eldest daughter Zali also attended NPLS for 7 years and has just 
moved on to high school so our family has already had a long association with the school. 
I’m a Chemical Engineer currently working part time for Ridley Agriproducts as a Project 
Manager/Operations Analyst. After several years of contributing to the school as a Parent 
Helper, I chose to join the school council to be more actively involved in planning and  
decision making for the school (and, no doubt, gain a better understanding of the myriad 
issues affecting schools I would otherwise remain blissfully unaware of!). I’m taking on 
the role of Secretary in 2019 and am also a member of the Community and Fundraising 
sub-committee. 

  

 

Alphan Culha - Treasurer (Finance) 
My name is Alphan and this is my first year on the school council (newbie). We have one 
NLP graduate, Audrey now in year 10, and Eli is in year 5. My wonderful wife,  
Helen Hayden, works at the school. I am self-employed and currently doing my PhD at 
the La Trobe University. I am also the Girls’ Registrar and the Vice President at the Wil-
liamstown Magic Basketball Club. I have been appointed as treasurer on the school coun-
cil (just like the previous years, there was no competition). The reason why I joined the 
school council is a sense of responsibility and to give back to our community as well to 
support David and the staff as much as I can. 
 



Jo Sutton – Communications Coordinator (Education / Community & Fundraising) 
Hi, my name is Jo Sutton. I have Chloe (3/4E), Jemima (2O) and my son Harry (Grade 6) 
attends a special school. After many years in Marketing, a late career change led me 
to teaching. I work at Lowther Hall Anglican Grammar School alongside completing 
the final stages of a Masters degree. Everyone who knows me, knows that I love a 
committee, and love doing my bit for my community. Having previously been involved 
in various committees in the past, this is now my second year on the NLPS school 
council.  I look forward to contributing to our school on both the Education and Com-
munity & Fundraising Sub-Committees, and as the Communications Coordinator.  
 

Mark Avramoski (Facilities & Management) 
My name is Mark Avramoski.  I am self-employed in the building/construction  
industry and offer project management, consulting and construction services.  I have 3 
children that attend NLPS and they are in grades 6, 3 and 1.  I was previously on 
School Council but took time off to focus on establishing my business. I am now in my 
second year of council again. I am part of the Facilities and Maintenance team 
(FAMS).  Our responsibilities and duties are wide spread, but generally include  
maintaining the grounds which our kids play in, maintenance works associated with 
the existing facilities, and general upkeep of the school from both an aesthetic and 
practical sense.  I joined School Council as a way of contributing my time and expertise 
to the community, and to assist the hard working staff in delivering a fantastic school 
for the community. 

 

Meredith Kelly (Facilities & Management) 
 
Hello everyone, my name is Meredith Kelly and I look forward to representing your 
views on school council for my second year. I have Caitlin in 2O and currently work at 
the Australian Sports Commission on projects to get more people physically active. I 
wanted to join the council to get more involved in life at the school and to provide  
input into decisions that will make the school experience better for all of us. I will sit on 
the Facilities and Management sub-committee. Feel free to say hi if you see me around. 
 
 
 

Martin Foster (Facilities & Management) 
Hi, I’m Martin.  I have two daughters at NLPS: Stefanie in 3/4M and Colette in 1R. As a parent representative, I 
joined the school council with a specific interest in the out of hours’ school care and facilities.  I believe that 
after strong educational and support staff, the facilities and care services go a long way in helping families  
balance work and life commitments. When Stefanie started at NLPS I was really impressed by the school  
community’s culture, so in 2018 I started to help out with the Parent’s Club.    Originally from Canada we 
moved to Melbourne in 2003, where I was immediately struck by Australia’s fantastic community club  
culture.  I spent the subsequent decade closely involved with the Richmond Rowing Club as an active rower 
and later committee member.  Over that time, our volunteer team saw active membership nearly double, and 
a major facilities redevelopment completed for public benefit with private funding. 
 

David Moss: Principal (Finance/Facilities & Management) 
Ann-Maree Dawson: Grade 5/6 Teacher (Community/fundraising committee) in order to look at how the 
school fosters relationships with its community. 
Carly Bannon: School Teaching & Learning Intervention Coordinator (Education) 
 

School Council is keen to hear your ideas for developing the future of Newport Lakes Primary School. You can 
contact any of the School Councilors by email on newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au or feel free to approach 
us in the schoolyard. 

mailto:newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Day Activity Location Who is welcome? 

Monday 

 Library Grades P - 6 

 1R Grades 1 - 2 

 Music room Grades 3 - 6 

 Gym Grades 5 - 6 

       

Tuesday 

 Library Grades P - 6 

 Art room Grades P - 6 

 3/4H 
Limited places for Grades 

3 - 4 

 3/4W 
Limited places for Grades 

5 - 6 

       

Wednesday 

 Library Grades P - 6 

 Gym Grades 1 - 2 

(fortnightly) MPR Grades 5 - 6 

       

Thursday 

 Library Grades P - 6 

 Music Room 
Limited places  for Grades 

3 – 6 

 Gym Grades 1 - 2 

(fortnightly) 5/6M 
Selected Reps Grades 1 - 

6 

  

     

Friday 

 Art room Grades P-- 6 

 Gym Grade 5 - 6 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://comps.canstockphoto.com/can-stock-photo_csp30351638.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.canstockphoto.com/illustration/choir.html&docid=v9nkDNT-3DlSEM&tbnid=3FaaF-R37E5PeM:&vet=1&w=450&h=340&safe=strict&bih=748&biw=1518&q=s
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=y27KcYiL&id=CD42FECFB742DF0AFA1A0D14CEF8E89228075562&q=drawing+clipart&simid=608025065305933827&selectedIndex=3&adlt=strict






Clean Up at Newport Lakes 

 

Last Friday, March 1st, Newport Lakes 

Primary School participated in ‘Schools’ Clean Up Day’. This was an 

eye opening experience for all of us to see how much rubbish gets 

caught in amongst the bushes and plants, gets caught under the play 

equipment and left on our streets and parks that surround our 

school. 

We found bags and bags of rubbish! 

Thank you to all the children for getting involved and bringing gloves 

and tongs along, especially considering the very hot weather. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  











“The Catholic Partnered Parishes of Sacred Heart, Newport & St. Margaret 
Mary’s, Spotswood, 

offers religious instruction and preparation for sacraments to children who have 
been baptized in the Catholic Church. 

 

Parents who wish their children in year 6 to receive the sacrament of Confirma-
tion in 2019, 

are asked to contact Anna at the Parish Office on 9391.1201 as soon as possible 
for further information. 


